East Neighborhoods

Coallection of old cell phones means cash for program
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By M. Ferguson Tind ey, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
TheTurtle Creek Valley Menta Health/Mental Retardation programisturning old cellsinto new cash.

Early thisyear the Braddock-based agency began collecting used cell phonesto beturnedinto arecycling
company for money.

Agency officiashopethat when thedrive closesat theend of next month those phoneswill havebroughtin
severa hundred dollars.

Thisisthefirst timethe agency has used thismethod to raisefunds, said agency spokeswoman Kimberly
Mroziak.

“It wasPatti Ferron’sidea,” she said of an administrative assistant who worksin the East M cK eesport
office. “ Shewas searching the I nternet for new fundraising ideasand found this.”

Actually, Ms. Ferron found www.phonerai ser.com in amagazine. That’ sthe Web sitefor acell phone
recycling company based in Fort Worth, Texas, called Phonerai ser.

The company paysagencies, schools, businessesand individual sfor used mobile phonesand printer ink
cartridges.

According tothe Web site, Phoneraiser will pay aslittle as $.50 to as much as $300 for aphone and about
$1.25on averagefor anink cartridge.

Ms. Ferron said that so far the agency has collected 200 phones.
Ms. Mroziak said al themoney raised will help defray Community Link costs.

Community Link, according to an agency brochure, isan agency division that supportsclientsasthey move
toward independence.

Community Link paysfor Y MCA memberships, bowling leaguesand sporting and cultural events; aswell as
one-to-onesupport, socia/habilitative services, volunteer placement training, vacation/respitetripsandin-
homerespite services.

Community Link also paysfor camping events. Ms. Ferron, whoischairwoman of theagency’sfund-raising
committee, isespecially determined to gather money for clientsto go to camp thissummer.

Collection pointsfor the used phonesarethe Turtle Creek Valey MH/MR East M cK eesport office, 1301
Fifth Avenue, First Floor, East M cK eesport, and the Steel Valley Council of Governmentsoffice, 1705
Maple St., Homestead.

For moreinformation call 412-823-0600.



