Behavior solutionslisted at Woodland Hillsboard meeting
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Parentswho attended the Dec. 5 Woodland Hills school board meeting to discussdiscipline problemsin
schoolswere presented with possible solutions.

LisaFreeman of the preventioninitiative Tri Boro Communities That Care delivered aPowerPoint
presentation outlining targeted solutionsfor at-risk childreninthedistrict.

The presentationincluded suggestionsto apply the PennsylvaniaYouth Survey in schools; toalow TRI Boro
to hel p contact hard-to-reach parents; to sustain and expand CASASTART and student assistance
programs, toidentify aneutra facilitator to resolve conflictswithinthedistrict; and to providecultura
competency and diversity training to teachersand staff. The survey isconducted by the Pennsylvania
Commission on Crimeand Ddlinquency, which alsofundsTri Boro.

Ms. Freeman noted that many children served by Tri- Boroin Braddock, North Braddock and Rankin
comefrom environmentsof extreme poverty and violence, and joint efforts must be made by communities
and schoolsto keep them from repeating that cycle.

“When you combine extreme economic deprivation with alack of community resourcesand/or
responsiveness, you increasetherisk of these children devel oping behavior problems,” wrote Ms. Freeman
inanew release. “ Thereare many providersand parentsin the community [who] aredoing everything
possibleto prevent theseyouth from heading into trouble by keeping them pointedintheright direction.”

Although the presentation identified at-risk children from low-income neighborhoods, many of the
recommendationscould affect al students.

PennsylvaniaStudent Assistance Programs, for instance, alow studentsto refer peersfor help with
academic, behaviord or persona issuesthat may interferewith theoveral classroom environment.

LawrenceF. Murray, vice president and director of youth programsfor the National Center onAddiction
and SubstanceAbuse at ColumbiaUniversity, said when 7 percent of aschool’sstudent populationis
enrolledinthe center’sCASASTART program for at least oneyear, markson standardized testsgo up and
disciplinary incidentsgo down for the entire school. CASASTART seeksto reduce exposure of youths 11
to 13yearsoldtodrugsand criminal activitiy. It wasformerly called the Children at Risk program.

Woodland Hills Superintendent Dr. Rodynne Wilson, who invited M s. Freeman to make the presentation,
said thedistrict would send Tri Boro aresponsetoitsrecommendationsafter further review.

Dr. Wilson said shewas receptive to some recommendations, but surprised by how many thedistrict had
already implemented. Shesaid Ben Fairless, Rankin and Dickson intermediate schoolswereenrolledin
CASASTART.

Bernie Galanko, of Turtle Creek Valey Menta Health/Menta Retardation, thelead agency for
CASASTART intheWoodland Hillsdistrict, said the school simplemented in CASASTART did not have
full referralsuntil January 2007. He also said amaximum of 15 studentswere enrolled in each school and
the program could be expanded only through additiona funding.



Dr. Wilson said the Student Assi stance Program wasin place throughout the district and teachersand staff
havetraining in cultura competency. Shea so noted thedistrict participation in the national Gottfredson
Study of delinquency preventionin schools.

Dr. Wilson said implementing the Youth Survey would bea* board decision” dueto the personal nature of
somequestions.

Sheisopento discussing behaviora problems, but doesnot believe thedistrict hasan excessof behavioral
problems.

Digtrict Attorney Steven Zappa arecently sent aletter to thedistrict that no crimind investigationis
necessary for concernsraised by Swissval e Police Chief James Ohrman that school sfailed to report crimes
that occurred on campuses. Dr. Wilson said that outcome was because “ there was nothing to look into.”

She said there may have been communication i ssues between the police and schools, but they were
resolved inaNov. 2 meeting among her, the district attorney and municipal policechiefs.
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